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As India accelerates its journey to a low-carbon and environmentally sustainable economy, 

integrating a just transition approach is needed to maximize social and economic opportunities 

and ensure that the gains from a low carbon transition benefit all and the transition leaves no 

one behind. Therefore, there is a need to identify and implement gender-transformative 

measures that ensure that women benefit equally and are not vulnerable to the negative impacts 

of the transition.   

Micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) contribute nearly 29% of India’s GDP and 

employ over 110 million workers. Women constitute about 24% of the total workers in MSMEs, 

which is greater than women’s participation in any other industrial segment in India. Women 

also own about 20% of the total enterprises and about 22.24% of the women-owned enterprises 

are concentrated in rural areas and are likely to be informal micro units. However, women’s 

share of labor income in India is only 18%, almost half the global average. Further, women led 

enterprises are largely unregistered and home-based, making them more vulnerable to market 

and climate risks, which makes them susceptible to miss out on available government and 

institutional support.  

This webinar explores the gendered pathways to just transition for MSMEs in India. It 

will examine the current gaps and the need for addressing women’s issues in the MSME sector, 

including:   

• Gendered workspaces and labor market segmentation  

• Social norms and gendered barriers  

• Access to productive resources  

• Policy landscape  
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